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General Information:  
Available now 

 

 
 

1. Test Coordinator and Teacher / TA Resources folders reorganized 

2. Practice and Training Tests 

3. Interim Assessment Content  

4. New Quick Guides:   
1. TIDE Quick Guide 

2. Practice and Training Tests (updated  for 2015-16) 



Idaho.portal.airast.org 
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TIDE:  

Test Information Distribution Engine 
Available now 

 

 
 

1. ** Districts now load their own students; no ISEE download into TIDE 

2. School dropdown lists in alphabetical order 

3. EDUID has replaced SSID; restricted to 9 digits 

4. Student movement to districts / schools without adding or deleting- 

User must have access to those districts /schools. 

5. Additional “Advanced Search” criteria in student section; search by 

accommodations…also changes to Student Settings upload file (new 

accommodations) 

6. Updated titled on Interim Assessment from ‘Reading” to ELA 

7. TIDE acceptable grades eliminate Gr. 12 (GR K-1 also not available)  
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TIDE:  

Test Information Distribution Engine 
Available during Spring test window (March 28) 

 

1. Updated “Test Incident Codes” to be “Special Codes” 

 Test labels in Special Codes are more user-friendly 

 Alternate Assessment new option in “Special Codes”  

2. Updated “Appeals” to be “Test Improprieties”  

 Additional types of test improprieties with clarified descriptions 

 
 



Idaho.portal.airast.org 
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TDS:  

Test Delivery System 
Available now 

 
1. TA Certification Course required for anyone administering Interim or 

Summative assessments 

2. Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) now available 

3. Interim Assessment window will close before Summative window opens 

4. TA interface updates: 

 Test Selection Screen 

 New Test Selection Tree & more descriptive test names 

 Approvals screen more user friendly 

 Tool/accommodations section simplified 

 Search feature more user friendly 

 Updated Help Guide 

 Updates apply to tablets and smart phones as well 
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Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) 



Test Administrator Interface 
• Users will now see the test selection screen as soon as they log into the application. 

• Completely redesigned widget now supports an unlimited number of assessments, test 

names of any length, customizable categories, customizable colors and the ability to 

very quickly select many assessments at once. 

• Start Session button is now on this new screen. 

 



Test Administrator Interface 
• If a TA dismisses the test selection dialog they may still use all the features they could 

before, but the [Select Tests] button will be the most dominant button on the screen. 

• Functions used less often have been moved to the gray bar at the top of the screen. 

• Instructions have been enlarged until the session starts. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• In the event that the user already has a session started and they need to ADD tests to 

this existing session (1) we will only warn them of this action once instead of consistently 

and (2) the button will explicitly say “Add to Session”. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• Use of color for different assessment categories persists through the application to remind 

the TA what they selected and what the students are taking. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• Approvals screen is cleaner and the use of color to identify assessments persists  



Test Administrator Interface 
• Tool/Accommodation selection is given more real estate to make this task easier.  



Test Administrator Interface 
• Search features are cleaner and highlight what the user is being asked to do. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• Updated Help guide is now searchable and easier to use. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• Responsive design now accommodates tablets with no noticeable difference to the user 

interface. 

• UI for phones is very familiar and easy to use despite a small screen. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• UI for phones is very familiar and easy to use despite a small screen. 



Test Administrator Interface 
• UI for phones is very familiar and easy to use despite a small screen. 
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TDS:  

Test Delivery System 
Available now (continued) 

 
5. Student Interface Updates 

 Updated audio player for listening items 

 Text to Speech settings (volume, rate, pitch) available within the test 

 Highlighting persists throughout entire test 

 Item response Time Machine  

 Student have unlimited opportunities to take the interim tests 



Scrubber for Embedded Audio 

• Enables a student to drag to the desired position in the audio. 



Text-to-Speech Settings 
• Volume, rate, and pitch can now be set from within a student’s test when the Text-to-

Speech accommodation setting has been selected in TIDE. 

 



Item Response Time Machine 

• Empowers a student with the 

ability to recover a saved (or 

auto-saved) draft. 

• Invoked from the item tools or 

context menu. 

• All drafts are available and 

ordered from most recent to 

oldest  

• Restricted to a single test 

session 
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TDS:  

Test Delivery System 
Available by 2016-17 

 
1. Secure Browser Auto-Update feature 

2. Additional Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 Updates 



Idaho.portal.airast.org 
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THSS:  

Teacher Hand Scoring System 
Available now 

 

1. District-level users can now score items  

2. Scoring materials in some tests have been updated 
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User Accessibility & Accommodation 

Guidelines: Available now 

1. Text to Speech and read aloud passages for Grades 3-5 is now an 

embedded accommodation on the ELA Cat Test 

2. Non-embedded designated support for translated directions for ELA 

3. Read aloud in Spanish for all Math tests now a non-embedded 

designated support 

4. Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile (ISAAP) now 

available 
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Digital Library:  
Available now 

1. New landing page  

2. New display for important notifications on landing page 

3. Clickable titles and images on resource cards 

4. Automatic refresh of resource cards when scrolling 

5. Email notifications when subscribed to discussion forums & threads 

 Subscribe to forums 

 Subscribe to discussion threads 

 

 



Digital Library  www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org 
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